Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 64(1) March 2007 39

Case 3377 .

Ataenius Harold, 1867 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed precedence over
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Articles 23.9.3 and 81.2.3 of the
Code, is to conserve the generic name Ataenius Harold, 1867 for a world-wide and
well-known genus of scarab beetles (family sSCARABAEIDAE) by giving it precedence
over the older name Aphodinus Motschulsky, 1862. Prior to 2001, the name
Aphodinus was largely ignored, although it was used by Schmidt in three of his
publications (1913, 1914, 1922) for a subgenus of Aphodius Tliger, 1798. In 2001,
Dellacasa, Bordat & Dellacasa placed Ataenius in synonymy with Aphodinus.
Ataenius 1s a genus with a nearly world-wide distribution and approximately 300
described species. Replacement of the name Ataenius by Aphodinus would seriously
affect the stability of the group.
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1. Motschulsky (1862, p. 55) established the genus Aphodinus by listing under
that name three previously described species: Aphodius castanicolor Motschulsky,
1858, Aphodius cancelliventris Motschulsky, 1858 and Aphodius compacticollis
Motschulsky, 1858. Aphodinus was listed again by Motschulsky in 1869 (p. 63), with
the same three species included.

2. Aphodinus was not mentioned subsequently until Schmidt (1913, 1914, 1922)
used it for a subgenus of Aphodius and included in it the three species originally listed
by Motschulsky.

3. Kozhantschikov (1916, p. 192) studied the types of both Aphodius castanicolor
and Aphodius cancelliventris and put both names as junior synonyms of Aphodius
australasiae Boheman, 1858 (p. 50), the type species of Pseudammoecius Schmidt,
1913 (p. 160). This synonymy was confirmed by Stebnicka & Howden (1997,
p. 761)

4. Apart from being listed by Neave (1939, p. 248) in his ‘Nomenclator’, Aphodinus
was not mentioned until Dellacasa (1988, p. 231) reintroduced the name and
considered it a possible senior synonym of Pseudaimimoecius Schmidt, 1913. Thus the
status of Aphodinus has remained uncertain, partly because of the absence of a
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designated type species and partly because it has been overlooked or been considered
unavailable. )

5. Stebnicka (1990, p. 898) transferred Aphodius australasiae Boheman, 1858 to the
genus Ataenius Harold, 1867 and by doing so synonymized Pseudammoecius
Schmidt, 1913 with Ataenius.

6. The type species of Ataenius by subsequent designation by Cartwright (1974,
p. 1) is-Ataenius scutellaris Harold, 1867.

7. Dellacasa, Bordat & Dellacasa (2001, p. 36) designated Aphodius castanicolor as
the types species of Aphodinus and consequently effectively listed Araenius as its
junior synonym.

8. The statement of synonymy by Dellacasa, Bordat & Dellacasa (2001) has
apparently been overlooked, as at least nine papers have been published subsequently
using the name Ataenius, with no mention of Aphodinus. Although Aphodinus is an
older name and has priority over Ataenius, the latter, with around 300 described
species, has a long history of use in over a hundred references (see Nakane, 1960;
Balthasar, 1964; Cartwright, 1964, 1974; Petrovitz, 1964; Arnett, 1968; Woodruff,
1973; Cartwright & Chalumeau, 1978; Watt, 1984; Baraud, 1985:; Dellacasa, 1988:
Stebnicka, 1990; Downie & Arnett, 1996; Stebnicka & Howden, 1997; Skelley &
Gordon, 2002). Aphodinus, on the other hand, was used only sporadically and
inconsistently. : '

9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly
asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to give the name Ataenius Harold, 1867 precedence
over the name Aphodinus Motschulsky, 1862, whenever the two are considered
to be synonyms;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following
names:

{(a) Ataenius Harold, 1867 (gender: masculine), type species by subsequent
designation by Cartwright (1974) Ataenius scutellaris Harold, 1867, with
the endorsement that it is to be given precedence over the name Aphodinus
Motschulsky, 1862 whenever the two are considered to be synonyms;

(b} Aphodinus Motschulsky, 1862 (gender: masculine), type species by subse-
quent designation by Dellacasa, Bordat & Dellacasa (2001) Aphodius
castanicolor Motschulsky. 1858, with the endorsement that it is not to be
given priority over the name Araenius Harold, 1867 whenever the two are
considered to be synonyms;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:
(a) scutellaris Harold, 1867, as published in the binomen Araenius scutellaris

(specific name of the type species of Ataenius Harold, 1867);

(b) castanicolor Motschulsky, 1858, as published in the binomen Aphodius
castanicolor (specific name of the type species of Aphodinus Motschulsky.
1862).

Acknowledgements

We thank Yves Bousquet (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Biosystematics,
Orttawa, Canada) and Andrew B.T. Smith (Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa,
Canada) for reviewing an earlier draft of this paper.



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 64(1) March 2007 41

References

Arnett, R.H., Jr. 1968. The beetles of the United States (a manual for identification). 1112 pp.
American Entomological Institute, Ann Arbor.

Balthasar, V. 1964. Monographie der Scarabaeidae und Aphodiidae der palaearktischen und
orientalischen Region. Coleoptera: Lamellicornia. Band 3. Aphodiidae. 652 pp., 2 pls.
Verlag der Tschechoslowakischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Prag.

Baraud, J. 1985. Coléoptéres Scarabaeoidea. Faune du Nord de ' Afrique du Maroc au Sinai.
Encyclopédie Entomologique, vol. 46. 651, 1 pp. Lechevalier, Paris.

Cartwright, O.L. 1964. Lectotype designations and new synonymy in the genus Araenius
(Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae). Coleopterist’s Bulletin, 18: 101-104.

Cartwright, O.L. 1974. Ataenius. Aphotaenius, and Pseudoataenius of the United States and
Canada (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Aphodiinae). Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology.
154: 1-106.

Cartwright, O.L. & Chalumeau, F.E. 1978. Bredin-Archbold-Smithsonian Biological Survey of
Dominica: The superfamily Scarabaeoidea. (Coleoptera). Smithsonian Contributions to
Zoology, 279: 1-39.

Dellacasa, M. 1988. Contribution to a world catalogue of Aegialiidae, Aphodiidae, Aulonoc-
nemidae, Termitotrogidae (Coleoptera, Scarabaeoidea). Memorie della Societa Entomo-
logica Iraliana, 66: 1-455.

Dellacasa, G.P., Bordat, P. & Dellacasa, M. 2001. A revisional essay of world genus-group
taxa of Aphodiidae. Memorie della Societa Entomologica Italiana, 79: 1-482.

Dellacasa, M. & Dellacasa, G. 2006. Tribe Aphodiini Leach, 1815. Pp. 105-143 /n Lobl, . &
Smetana, A. (Eds.), Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera, vol. 3. 690 pp. Apollo Books,
Stenstrup.

Downie, N.M. & Arnett, R.H., Jr. 1996. The beetles of northeastern North America, vol. 1. 880
pp- Sandhill Crane Press, Gainesville.

Harold, E. 1867. Diagnosen neuer Coprophagen. Coleopterologische Hefte, 1: 76-84.

Illiger, J.C.W. 1798. Verzeichniss der Kdifer Preussens. Entworfen von Johann Gottlieb
Kugelann, Apotheker in Osterode. Mit einer Vorrede des Professors und Pagenhofmeisters
Hellwig im Braunschweig, und dem angehdngen Versuche einer natiirlischen Ordnungs- und
Gattungs-Folge der Insecten. xlii, 510, [1] pp. J.J. Gebauer, Halle.

Kozhantschikov, V. 1916. Septiéme contribution a I’étude des Aphodiini (Coleoptera,
Scarabaeidae). Russkoe Entomologicheskoe Obozrenie, 16: 192-208.

Motschulsky, V. de. 1858. Entomologie spéciale. Insectes des Indes orientales. Pp. 20 122 jn:
Etudes Entomologiques, vol. 7. Helsingfors.

Motschulsky, V. de. 1862. Synonymie. 55 pp. in: Etudes Entomologiques, vol. 11. Helsingfors.

Motschulsky, V. de. 1869. Genres et especes d'insectes publiés dans différents ouvrages par
Victor Motschoulsky. Horae Societatis Entomologicae Rossicae supplément, 6[1869-1870]:
1-118. (Pp. 1-47 in 1869; Pp. 48-118 in 1870).

Nakane, T. 1960. Descriptions of new forms of Lamellicornia from Japan. Entomological
Review of Japan, 12: 1-6.

Neave, S.A. 1939. Nomenclator zoologicus. A list of the names of genera and subgenera in
zoology from the tenth edition of Linnaeus 1758 to the end of 1935, vol. 1, A-C. xiv, 957 pp.
Zoological Society of London, London.

Petrovitz, R. 1964. Neue Araenius Arten (Scarab., Col.). Entomologische Arbeiten aus dem
Museum Georg Frey, 15: 279-285.

Schmidt, A. 1913. Erster Versuch einer Einteilung der exotischen Aphodien in Subgenera und
als Anhang einige Neubeschreibungen. Archiv fiir Naturgeschichte (A), 79: 117-178.
Schmidt, A. 1914. Register zu erster Versuch einer Einteilung der exotischen Aphodien in
Subgenera und als Anhang einige Neubeschreibungen. Archiv fiir Naturgeschichte (A), 79:

203-212.

Schmidt, A. 1922. Coleoptera, Aphodiinae. Das Tierreich, vol. 45. 614 pp. Swalter de Gruyter
& Co., Berlin & Leipzig.

Skelley, P.E. & Gordon, R.D. 2002. I. Aphodiinae Leach 1815. Pp. 42 48 in Arnett, R.H.,
Thomas, M.C., Skelley, P.E. & Frank, J.H. (Eds.), American Beetles, vol. 2. 861 pp. CRC
Press, Boca Raton, FL.




42 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 64(1) March 2007

Stebnicka, Z.T. 1990. New synonymies and notes on some Aphodiinae (Coleoptera:
Scarabaeidae). Revue Suisse de Zoologie, 97: 895-899.

Stebnicka, Z.T. & Howden, H.F. 1997. Revision of the Australian species of Araenius Harold
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeoidea: Aphodiinae: Eupariini). Invertebrate Taxonomy, 11:
735-921.

Watt, J.C. 1984. A review of some New Zealand Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera). New Zealand
Entomologist, 8: 4-24.

Woodruff, R.E. 1973. The scarab beetles of Florida (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae). Part L
The Laparosticti (subfamilies Scarabaeinae, Aphodiinae, Hybosorinae, Ochodaeinae,
Geotrupinae, Acanthocerinae). Arthropods of Florida and Neighboring Land Areas, 11:
1-225.

Acknowledgement of receipt of this publication was published in BZN 63: 85.

Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, [.C.Z.N., Natural History Museum, Cromwell
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk).



